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ABSTRACT

Delirium is a piece for large wind ensemble that synthesizes compositional techniques to generate unique
juxtapositions of contrasting musical elements. The piece is about 8:30 long and uses the full complement of winds,
brass, and percussion. Although the composition begins tonally, chromatic alterations gradually shift the melodic
content outside of the tonal center. In addition to changes in the melody, octatonic, chromatic, and synthetic scales and
quartal and quintal harmonies are progressively introduced throughout the piece to add color and create dissonance.

Delirium contains four primary sections that are all related by chromatic mediant. The subdivisions of the first
part create abrupt transitions between contrasting material, evocative of the symptoms of delirium. As each sub-section
progresses, the A minor tonality of the opening gradually gives way to increased chromaticism and dissonance. The
next area transitions to C minor and begins to feature octatonic scales, secundal harmonies, and chromatic flourishes
more prominently. The full sound of the ensemble then drops to solo instruments in the third section, now in G# minor,
where the elements of the previous section are built upon with the addition of synthetic scales and quartal harmonies.
The last division, before the recapitulation of the opening material, provides a drastic change in atmosphere as the
chromatic elements from before are removed and the tense sound of the quartal harmonies are replaced with quintal
sonorities and a more tonal melody.

The tonality of this final section is used to return to the opening material. After an incomplete recapitulation, the
descending motive that is used throughout the piece, which can be found in measure 61 in the flutes, is inverted and
layered by minor 3rds. This inverted figure builds to the same sonority found in measure138, before ending on an F#

chord, a minor third away from the A minor tonal center of the opening and where the piece seems like it should end.
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Instrumentation

Piccolo

Flute 1, 2

Oboe 1, 2

Bassoon 1, 2
Contrabassoon (optional)

Eb Clarinet
Bb Clarinet 1, 2, 3
Bb Bass Clarinet

Alto Saxophone 1, 2
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone

C Trumpet 1, 2, 3, 4
FHorn 1,2, 3,4

Trombone 1, 2, 3
Bass Trombone
Baritone 1, 2
Tuba 1, 2

Double Bass
Piano

Non-pitched Percussion

Percussion 1 (Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2 (Tom-Toms: High, High-mid, Low-mid, and Low)
Percussion 3 (Temple Blocks)

Percussion 4 (Crash Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal)

Mallet Percussion

Percussion 5 (Crotales, Tambourine)
Percussion 6 (Glockenspiel)
Percussion 7 (Vibraphone, Marimba)
Percussion 8 (Chimes)

Timpani (5)

Duration - 8:30
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Transposed Score

Duration - 8
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Oboe 1 -2
Bassoon 1 -2
Contrabassoon
Eb Clarinet

Bb Clarinet 1

Bb Clarinet 2

Bb Clarinet 3

Bb Bass Clarinet
Alto Saxophone 1
Alto Saxophone 2
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone
C Trumpet 1

C Trumpet 2

C Trumpet 3 - 4
FHorn I -2
FHorn3 -4
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