











American Song Book: Notes

*Ned Rorem’s setting of Robert
Hillyer’s text describes an urban
pastorale in summertime Paris

*Amy Beach’s music set to a
familiar song text by William
Shakespeare.

*One of the main themes of Aaron
Copland’s ballet Appalachian
Spring is taken from this simple
Shaker melody.

-Samuel Barber’s most famous
melody is exhibited her and ranks
with his Adagio for Strings.

The Grunchin’ Witch is John
Duke’s whimsical description of a
disruptive old conjuror.

*From the opera The Tender Land,
Copland accompanies a young
girls narrative on the brink of
growing up.

*This didactic soprano aria comes
from Kirk Mechem’s opera
Tartuffe based on the Moliere

play.

*Shelling Peas is a John Duke
setting of an interesting culinary
occurrence.

*From Dougiass Moore’s The
Ballade of Baby Doe, the title
character remember’s her first
love.

-Copland’s barnyard menagerie
tune is reminiscent of Old
MacDonald's song.

*Emily Dickinson’s pastoral words
are set in this composition by
Copland from his cycle of songs
inspired by the Belle of Amherst.

+Richard Hundley also tries his
hand at setting this Dickinson text
describing a doubtful but hopeful
future.

«John Duke’s haunting scene of
triumph over despair in Luke
Havergal.

*Robert Browning's plaintive Ah
Love but a Day inspired Amy
Beach to write this dramatic
piece.

*This George & Ira Gershwin tune
never fails to impress.

*The Hunchback Quasimodo has
a stirring personal epiphany.

«From the Baker’s Wife by
Stephen Schwarz, the character
Genevieve is trying to decide
whether to stay with her husband
or run off with a younger man.

*From Jason Robert Brown'’s
poignant Last Five Years, Jamie
celebrates his newly acquired
fame as a young author.









