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Four Songs from the Sonnets

For Tenor and Piano

These texts are adapted by the composer
from Shakespeare's Sonnets #18, 97, 2, and 33;
and dedicated to my wife and son.

I. SUMMER

Shall I compare you to a summer's day?

More beautiful, more temperate, in perfect warmth of summer,
More beautiful than day in perfect warmth of life,

You are yet full and lovely as summer fades.

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
Or his gold complexion dims,

As every fair from fair sometimes declines
And beauty fades away.

But your eternal summer will not go,

Nor lose possession of your beauty,

In these eternal lines with time you grow,
So long as men can breath, or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

II. AUTUMN

How like a winter has this autumn been,

Gone are the pleasures of this fleeting year.

This teeming autumn big with rich increase,

Yet , how like a winter has my absence been from you.

What pleasure; you are the pleasure of this fleeting year.

What freezing I have felt! What darkness seen,

December's bareness bareness everywhere;

And yet, our time apart was summertime and autumn,

Teeming autumn seemed like widowed wombs, unfathered fruit.

You are away, the birds are mute;
Or if they sing it's with so little cheer,
That leaves look pale, dreading that winter's near.



III. WINTER

When forty winters crease your brow,

Dig trenches in your beauty,

The lovely field I gaze on now,

In forty years becomes a weed of little worth.
Then asked where all your beauty lies,

This treasure of your future?

And you will speak through sunken eyes of shame,
For seeking lustful praise of little worth.

More praise deserves your beauty's use,
If you could simply answer,

"This son of mine, fair child of mine,
Proves beauty by succession,

This son of mine shall sum my count,
Make my excuse..."

He is new when you are old,
His blood is warm when yours feels cold.

IV. SPRING

Full many a glorious morn have I seen,
In spring with all things rare,

The sun of this glorious morning

does flatter the mountain tops,

In spring.

His sovereign eye with golden face

Kissing the meadows green,

Gilding the streams with heavenly alchemy,
In spring.

So too, one day my son did shine triumphant on my brow,
He was but out one hour mine,
Clouds mask him from me now.

Yet him for this my love no whit disdaineth,
The sons of the world may stain,
When heaven's sun staineth.
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